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Fore I do him all the service I can in it1 We are now full
of the business of the Irish yarn: and I attend among the
rest, to engage the members I am acquainted with in our
interest To-morrow we expect it will come on.2

1 will shortly write to your Grace some account how

public affairs stand; we hope Mr. Harley will be well in a

week. We have news from Brussels that the Dauphin is

of an apoplexy/ I am, with the greatest respect, my

Lord,

Your Grace's most dutiful and most humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

I wish your Grace would enclose your commands to me,
directed to Erasmus Lewis, Esq.4 at my Lord Dartmouth's
office at Whitehall; for I have left off going to coffee-
houses.

CIX. _

SWIFT TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLL

London, A$ril 16, 1711.

MY LORD/

THIS comes to Interrupt your Grace a few minutes in
the conquest of a kingdom, and to let the Duke of Anjou

1 Tht Rev. John Richardson, who had been introduced a few weeks
before by Swift to the Duke of Onnond (" Prose Works," ii, 132), was
die active agent in a movement for the conversion of the Roman
Cathoics of Ireland by means of Irish-speaking clergymen and the
distribution of Bibles and Prayer Books printed in the Irish language*
He was evidently a scholarly as well as energetic man (" D. N. B./*
xbdii, 228).

*  In the Journal to Stella (" Prose Works," ii, passim) there are
allusions to a bill for imposing a duty on Irish yarn, which was then
Wore the British House of Commons, and in connection with it Swift
gires^ an amusing picture of the lobbying of that day.   Southwell
mentions also in one of his letters the efforts made to influence the
members, and says that the Lord Lieutenant was amongst those who
* solicited heartily** in the lobby (Departmental Correspondence in
P. R.O. of Ireland),                                                    ^

*  The Dauphin, then fifty years of age, died of the small-pox.

(  4 Erasmus Lewis (supm? p. 200, n. 4) was Under Secretary of State
to Loiti Dartmouth (sufra^ p. 212, n. 3}.

*  On 24 Febraary it was announced that "the Duke of Argyll has

Ms cqripage to be got ready with all expedition for Spain,
lie goes her Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and General               ..... '    ' '" '*""""""" "
